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excuse simply that he had never read my Discourse on Method,
the untruth of which clearly appeared from the fact that h^ h*#
frequently censured my Analysis, both in his Theses and in *thjtt
opening discourse, although I nowhere else treated of it at all
or even spoke of it under the name Analysis, excepting in that
Discourse on Method which he declared he had never read. Yet at
the same time, since he promised in the future to abstain from
annoying me, I freely overlooked the past.

And I do not wonder in the least that the Reverend Rector had
on the first occasion ordered nothing more severe than that he
himself should give me his reasons for his proceeding, and thus
confess openly that he could not maintain in my presence one of
those things that he had arrogantly advanced against me, whether
in his Theses or during his Disputations, or in his Treatises; and
that he had likewise nothing to reply to the notes I had written on
his Attack. But I am certainly much astonished that the Reverend
Father has had so great a desire to attack me, that after having seen
the little success that this first Attack had happily had, and that, after
the time during which he had promised me to carry on no particular
warfare against my opinions, nothing that was new passed between
him and me, or even between me and any one of your members, he
yet wrote his Dissertation. For if he does not carry on a particular
warfare against my opinions, I am altogether ignorant of what
combating the opinions of others means, if perchance he does not
excuse himself by saying that as a matter of fact he does not impugn
my opinions, but those of other insane ones, which calumniously he
has ascribed to me; or else that he never thought that his Disserta-
tion would fall into my hands. For it is easy to judge by the style
in which it is written, that it has never been purposely designed
to be placed in the number of the Objections made against my
Meditations; for this is sufficiently clear from the fact that he did
not wish me to see his other Treatises (for what could they contain
worse than what it contains ?); it is finally very manifest by the
wonderfully full licence which he gives himself to attribute to me
opinions quite different from my own, for he would have shown
himself a little more restrained than he is, had he thought that
I should have reproached him publicly. For that reason I feel and
express my deepest thanks for receiving the Dissertation, certainly
not to him, but to the Society and to you.

I should have liked that this opportunity, such as it is, now
offered me of thanking you, could be conjoined with concealment